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Opening for trade at JVingpo—Tnp to

Shanghai— Wusung.

Dec. 19. The government steamer
has come to Ningpo with tlie British

consul and suite. The port will be
officially opened for trade on the 1st of
January, when more foreigners may be
expected, and also a number of foreign

vessels. They are heartily welcomed
by the people, who are indulging the

most extravagant expectations of ac-

quiring wealth, not seeming to imagine
that foreigners come to make money
rather than spend it.

27. Have been favored with a j)as-

sage to Shanghai in the iron steamer.
The opportunity was too good to be
lost. I closed my hospital for a short

time, and embarked in company with
the Rev. Dr. Medhurst and Dr. Lock-
hart, of the London 3Iissionary Society.

As we cast anchor each night, we
were two whole days in making the

passage. On the morning of the se-

cond day we entered the great Yangtze
Kiang. This river is greater than our
Mississippi, if the Missouri be not
taken into the account. The low allu-

vial flats, extending from the Tatsiah
far up the Gulf of Pechih, render the
navigation dangerous to the navigator,

and uninteresting to the traveller. The
coast is so low that you get aground
belbre you see it. It is said that every
one of the vessels forming the late ex-
pedition grounded in the iiiud, some of
them frequently. There is little to be
seen until you arrive at Wusung, at

the mouth of a river of the same name,
which leads to Shanghai, about twelve
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miles distant. Wusung is a military

station, where the English met with
considerable resistance in the late war.

Instead of continuing the trip up the

river in the steamer, 1 landed at

Wusung and came to Shanghai on
foot, passing through a very fertile

:
and populous country. The houses
are all formed of strips of bamboo in-

terlaced like basket work. They have
a beautiful appearance at a distance,

but are frail and uncomfortable, and,

on a nearer approach, are found to be
sometimes rather clean, but generally

very filthy. The people appear to en-

joy good health
;
many of them are

quite fair and ruddy, especially the

women, whose feet are much less

j

cramped than those of their sex in the

j

cities. But few of the villagers could
' read. They were well clad, and in

;
their deportment very friendly. The

\

country is cut up by canals, as much

I

for the purpose of irrigation as for

channels of communication. As in all

J

other parts of China, the only road was
a raised footpath two or three feet

' wide. There are a few fields allotted

;
for the cultivation of an inlerior kind of

j

cotton ; with this exception, it is a

!
great rice district, yielding two crops

of the best of the cereals, and also a

crop of peas or beans every year. The
whole country is now verdant with
garden vegetables.

Description of Shanghai—Romanism.

Shanghai is a walled city, much
smaller in circumference than Ningpo,
but nearly as populous, say 100,000.

It is unquestionably the greatest com-
mercial city in all the empire. There
cannot be less than 2000 large junks

here now ; at some seasons, it is said

that three or four thousand are in the

river opposite the city. By means of
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canals, it is in close communication
with Haugchovv, Cliingkeang, Nankin,

and other large cities, in the interior.

Shanghai does not differ materially from
other Chinese cities. It is inferior to

Ningpo in every resj)ect. There is

nothing here which will compare with

what in Ningpo I call Broadway,—

a

beautiful street no less than twenty-

five feet wide. The buildings are as

mean as the thoroughfares ; the whole
city, and citizens too, are filthy in the

extreme. The most commanding view
of the city is from the slimy summit of

a pile of dirt; the highest eminence
within thirty or forty miles.

It is an important point for mission-

ary operations, and I ho])e that ere

long, the churches will enable the

Board to occupy it. Messrs. Medhurst
and Lockhart have just concluded to

adopt it as a station for the Society

with which they are connected
;
they

are making arrangements for a perma-
nent residence here.

At Shanghai, as at Ningpo, it is al-

most impossible for foreignei's to i)ro-

cure dwellings. If after great trouble

you succeed in striking a bargain at

an exorbitant rent, the neighbors raise

such a clamor that the landlord dares
not admit you. There is a marked
diflference in the character of the peo-
ple here, as compared with those of
Ningpo. In this city they are more
like the Canton people, following the
stranger with opprobrious epithets.
" What have you there cried some
people to a boatman who was taking
me up the river ? " A white devil,"

was the cool re{)ly.

This was once a strong hold of Ro-
manism, and, at the present day, it

contains several hundred followers of
this sect. A bishop resides here, who
is an excellent disci[)linarian. He vis-

its the foreign vessels occasionally in

his own boat, manned by a fine set of
men, all neophytes. They accompany
their mitred master on shij)board, and
as soon as they are fairly on deck
salute us by making the sign of the
cross. You have heard much of the
success that has attended the labors of
the Jesuits in China, but you hear
little of their mode of operations.
What shall we think of the following-
one of their boasted means of glorifying
God ? They employ a class of women,
who are taught to mouth a few Latin
words, and to visit every house where
there are sick children. Professing to

understand the treatment of the dis-

ease, they are never refused admission,

and with a bottle of holy water, the
medical properties of which they vaunt,

they sprinkle, or, as it is called, baptize

the child. In a single year a priest re-

ported that 8366 infants were thus bap-
tized,—5567 of these died, and, in con-
sequence of the ceremony, went to

heaven at once,—thus snatched from a
gaping purgatory.

Return to Jspingpo—Chinhdi— Voyage to

Macao.

Jan. 24, 1844. Returned home, that

is, to Ningpo, on the 29th ult., and re-

sumed my laljors at the hospital and in

my study. The obstacles in the way
of procuring dwellings in the city,

have obliged foreigners of all classes

to take what accommodations they can
get in the villages below, so that I am
still alone here. Sabbath before last, as

I was on my way down the river to

distribute tracts on board the English
vessels, I was animated by the sight of
the beautiful flag of my country. It

waved from the peak of the bark Oscar,

of New York, Capt. Eyre. As the

object of my visit to the north has
been accomplished, I shall accei)t Capt.

Eyre's kind offer of a free passage to

Hongkong.
The hospital has just been closed.

Although in operation less than three

months, it has afforded aid to nearly

700 persons, making upwards of J 500
prescribed for in all. Had I been able

to mingle religious conversation with

my questions to them, the reminiscence
of the past few months would be the

most delightful of my existence. By
the closing of the hospital on the Sab-

bath, the people have learned some-
thing of the sanctity we attach to that

day. Whenever I am invited out to

breakfast or dine with the people, 1 ask

a blessing on the food, all present re-

garding the act with respect. It is by
such little means that I can give them
any idea of my great object.

I hope to be permitted to return to

tliis city, to spend my life in persuading

the people to embrace the gospel of

our Divine Master.

Hongkong, Feb. 18. The Oscar
dropped down the river on the after-

noon of the 26th ult., and came to

anchor at Chinhai at sunset, it being

impossible to get out, the channel was
so crowded with junks. We paid a

visit to the mandarin or chief magis-

trate of the city, for the purpose of

showing our " chop," or pass, certify-

ing that all the charges were paid. He
received us politely, and promised that
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a passage should be cleared for us to

put to sea early in the morning. This
gentleman and others jiresenl were
supplied with tracts, which they read.

The Ten Commandments were read
aloud, and pronounced good.

Notwithstanding the fair promises
made by the authorities, the junks
were still allowed to block up the pas-

sage, so that we were three whole
days in getting a few hundred yards.

During the delay I visited all parts of
the city, distributing tracts to all who
could read.

We did not get to sea until the 1st

inst. During that and the following

day, we were driven by the monsoon
at a rapid rate under double reefed

topsails. As we entered the For-
mosa channel, it blew a perlect gale.

Towards sunset, on the 3d, sought
shelter for the night in Chinchew bay,

much frequented by vessels engaged in

smuggling opium. The charts are so

inaccurate as to be worse than useless

;

we were, therefore, for some time in

suspense, being uncertain whether we
were approaching a harbor or not.

But in a short time we saw a whole
fleet of square-rigged vessels riding

securely at anchor not far from us.

The smugglers did not, like the Cor-
nish wreckers, decoy us into danger by
false signals, but they saw us hastening

on to destruction witliout firing a gun,

or giving us any warning of the dread-

ful fate which they sujjposed awaited
us. The coast is but imperfectly

known, except to these desperate men

;

they make a gain of their knowledge,
and are not willing that the dangers
which they have discovered should be
known to others. There was just light

enough for us to discover that we
were approaching the harbor by a pas-

sage which was impassable even to

fishing boats, which we plainly saw ex-

tending through its whole breadth.

Capt. Eyre then determined to anchor
outside, where, according to the charts,

we should have had seventeen fathoms
water. The smugglers saw that we
were coming to anchor, and, no doubt,

regarded us as already lost. On let-

ting go the anchor, we found ourselves

in only three fathoms water, with a

rocky bottom, and a heavy sea rolling

in. Before the bark had time to swing
around we slipped the cable, hoisted

some sail, and stood out to weather the

gale at sea. Had another moment
l3een taken up in effecting this ma-
noeuvre, the Oscar's sides that night
would have become the sport of the

typhoon. None on board had ever
been in greater peril at sea before : a

kind and ever watchful Providence
preserved us. In a few hours we were
blown far beyond Anioy, at which port

it was our design to stop for some
days. I was thus disappointed in my
expectations of meeting i7iy missionary
brethren at that station. We reached
3Iacao on the oth inst., five days from
Chusan. The passage with the mon-
soon may be made in three days ; but
against it, thirty and even forty days

are often taken up in eflTecting the

voyage. Perhaps in no part of the

globe is navigation so dangerous as in

the China Sea. During the present

season several vessels have been lost,

and very many seriously injured.

At Hongkong, found my warm-heart-
ed colleagues all in good health,—the

little olive plants all thriving.

JOURNAL OF MR. BROWN.

In the dry season of 1843, Mr. Brown

made repeated excursions, for the purpose

of preaching and tract distribution, among

the villages around Sibsagor and along the

water courses. Nearly 1000 hooks and

tracts were thus distributed before the first

of May, particularly on the banks of the

Janji river. •* The Janji is very thickly

populated on both sides, and the villages

and rice fields extend as far as the eye can

reach." Villagos on the Dihing, Dimo,

Disang, and Dikho rivers were also visited.

We make a few extracts from his journal,

illustrative of the character and social con-

dition of the Assamese.

Assamese fatalism—Domestic and social

life—Ahoms.

i One great cause of the stupidity of

! the Assamese in regard to their eter-

I

nal interests, is their firm belief in the

j

doctrine of fatalism. Hence the apa-

thy with which they almost universally

meet death. They readily acknow ledge

that they shall, in all probability, go to

hell,—according to their own ideas,

they are suffering hell in a degree

even in this world,—and whether their

condition in a future state shall be
more or less tolerable, is with them a

mere speculative question, which it

would be impossible to decide, and the
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decision of which would, in fact, be of

very little practical consequence. A re-

ligion of good works and human merit

they can understand, but the idea of

justification through a Mediator, is to

them quite incomprehensible.

Stopped at a namghor in Bagsu,

where several people came in to hear.

Here I beheld a specimen of the mis-

eries of heathenism. In a house but a

few rods from the namghor, two wo-
men were quarrelling and abusing each
other for about an hour, with every

epithet that rage and fury could invent.

On inquiry, I found that they were
both wives of the same man, and that

their quarrelling was nothing unusual.

At length the husband, unable to en-

dure the noise, became enraged, and
falling upon the eldest with a bamboo,
beat her for some time with the most
savage cruelty. The younger ran

away, but before evening she returned,

w hen her husband seized and beat her

in the same unmerciful manner he had
done the first.

March 31. Finished revising the

proof sheets of the True Refuge, of
which br. Cutter is printing a new
edition. He has also just commenced
the printing of John.

April 1. Started again on a trip for

preaching and tract distribution, and
came as far as Bhokota, on the Disang,

having given away a good number of
tracts on the road. Finding no nam-
ghor here, I was hospitably received by
one of the villagers into a shed adjoin-

ing his house, under which his wife

had erected her loom. The loom was
removed, and every thing prepared for

our comfort, i. e. so far as the customs
of the country will permit, for a native

could not furnish us with board and
lodging in his own house w ithout losing

caste. I am, therefore, obliged to carry

my bed (or rather blanket) and my
cooking apparatus with me wherever I

go. These are carried by a couple of
coolies, or native bearers, who accom-
pany me. The namghors generally

consist of merely a roof, without sides

or floor. Here I spread my blanket
and mat upon the ground, and sleep in

the o])en air, with my two or three fel-

low travellers beside me
;

first, how-
ever, fastening up my moscheto cur-

tains as a security from insects. This
mode of travelling is not unpleasant,
except when a storm comes on, or a
buffalo, as is sometimes the case, in-

trHdes upon our slumbers at the dead
of night, with the intention of appro-
priating our lodgings to himself

2. Lord's-day. A lovely spring
morning, bringing vividly to remem-
brance the scenes of other days, in

other and happier lands. An unusual
variety of the leathered tribe filled the

thickly clustering bamboos which sur-

rounded the village, with their happy
songs, and all seemed to be exerting

themselves to the utmost, as if unable
with their liveliest notes to express the

joy they felt But oh, how melancholy
the contrast presented by those around
me who wore the garb of humanity 1

Strife and railing filled the village with
the tones of discord and rage, and not

a single countenance beaming with

love and benevolence did I see,—not a
single face which shone as the index

of a happy heart,—not a single feature

lit up with holy devotion and joyous

hope.
Went out among the villages on the

Hologiiri Ali. Was surprised to find

many Deondhais, or old Ahoms, who
still retain their ancient customs, live

on raised houses like the Shyans, and
keep up a knowledge of their original

language. They were unable to read

Assamese, but had books of their own
containing the records of the ancient

religion of the Tais, before it was sub-

verted by Hinduism in Assam, and by
Budhism in Siam and Burmah.

Left the Ali on my return, and took a
circuit through the villages on the

west. Found a highly po|)ulous and
well cultivated country. The people

appeared favorably disposed, and many
took books. Reached my lodgings just

before a terrific shower of thunder and
lightning came on.

Oriental Transcendentalism—Prevalence

of lying.

3. Left Bhokota and proceeded
towards the south, passing through sev-

eral populous villages. At the Bura go-

hain's village I was treated very politely

by the gohain, who took books and told

ail his people to take them. A little

after noon, I reached the Moramora
gosain's place. Found the gosaiu

alone, his chief discij)les being absent.

It was some time before I succeeded iu

obtaining an interview, but at length

he came and stood in the door of an

inner room, so as to allow me a view

of his sacred person. He conversed a

few minutes, accepted the books I

offered him, and ordered his attendant

to give me some plantains and a bottle

of niilk. He is a venerable looking

old gentleman, and must be, I should

think, about eighty years of age. The
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young man who was in attendance

was somewhat displeased that I did not

address his master by the title of
" God," as is their custom. According
to the native theoiT, the deity would
seem to be infinitely subdivided,—first,

Vishnu, Ram, Khrishno, and the an-

cient heroes partake most largely of

the divinity,—after them the gosains

and brahmins, each of whom carries

the deity with him,—the sun, the moon,
the planets, the earth and its rivers, are

all gods, and in fine the whole crea-

tion, animate and inanimate, is per-

vaded with a portion of the divine

essence,— in other words, oriental

transcendentalism is the religion with

which we have to contend.

4. Left Hatimuria, where I spent

the night, and crossed over to the south

side of the Dikho. Came first to Pani-

sukia, where the people refused to take

books, saying there were none in their

village who could read. Commenced
conversation with t^vo or three, others

came to listen, and I soon had one of

the most attentive congregations 1 have

ever spoken to. On leaving them, a

large number begged for books, and,

on examination, 1 found they could

read well. Came on to Thukubulia-

hostro, where I found a gosain, who
manifested a spirit of opposition, re-

fused to take any books, and told me
half a dozen lies in as many minutes.

According to the Assamese shasters

there is no greater sin than lying, yet

even their religious guides do not

scruple to utter the most unblushing

falsehoods, and exhibit not the least

shame or uneasiness when their lies

are exposed. I have remarked that the

gosains, or spiritual rulers of the peo-

ple, are all bitterly opposed to us, while

the gohains and other civil rulers al-

most universally receive us cordially.

Stopi)ed for the night at a namghor
in the vicinity of Nazua. After 1 had
gone to bed, a large number of natives

came in, and after politely hoping they

might not disturb me, commenced a

singing school, which they kept up till

after midnight. The first hour was
occupied in singing the praises of Ram,
interspersed with clapping of hands
and prostrations. After this prelude,

which was performed with apparent
solemnity, they grew more noisy, and,

at length, the incessant clapping of
hands, together with the clanging of
cymbals and the noise of their drums,
became so distracting that I heartily

wished myself elsewhere.

This evening, at about 8 o'clock, an

extraordinary meteor passed through
the sky, which illuminated the whole
atmosphere, and burst with a loud re-

port similar to that of a cannon. The
appearance after it burst was that of a
large cluster of falling stars descending
rapidly in an oblique direction. Judg-
ing from the report, which was heard
within about a minute from the time of
the explosion, it must have been very
near.

30. Found a village of Deondhais,
who could read only the Ahom books.

Stopped and addressed the people for

some time, after which we came up to

Bliuia-hat, where several people took
tracts, amongst others two bhokots (or

chief disciples) of the Auniati gosain.

This is the first instance in which any
of the Auniati's men have accepted
books, although I have met numbers of
them during this trip. They are now
collecting the kor, or taxes, from the

villagers who are under the Auniati's

jurisdiction. Yesterday and to-day I

have met, I should think, a dozen large

boats which the bhokots are loading

with rice for him. On being asked if

they wish for books, they all declare

they cannot read, which is, of course, a
direct falsehood. In this, however,
they only imitate their teacher, who
has sent several false messages to me
while at Sibsagor, excusing himself
from having an interview with me.
He is, I understand, soon to leave Sib-

sagor for his own residence on the

Majuli.

Translation of Romans—Painful retro-

spect—A eerf ofpreachers.

Sept. 3. Lord's-day. For the last

two or three months, 1 have not been
able to preach or visit among the peo-

ple on account of a weakness of the

lungs, which has prevented my speak-

ing or readiug aloud. Have been able,

however, to devote a portion of nearly

every day to the work of translation

;

but my progress is very slow, for want
of a more perfect knowledge of the lan-

guage. Am now employed on Romans,
of which I have completed ten chapters.

Find it much more difficult than any
previous portion of the New Testa-

ment, on account of the complex sen-

tences, which usually require to be in-

verted in the translation.

Two earthquakes to-day, one at 2
o'clock in the morning, and the other

at half past 7 this evening.

7. Our esteemed friend, Capt. Han-
nay, has decided on leaving this place

soon for Calcutta. It is doubtful
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whether he will return to Sibsagor

again, as it is the present expectation

that the head quarters of his regiment

will be removed either to Dibrugor or

Jaipur. His removal will be a loss to

the station which we shall much re-

gret, and also that of Dr. Shurlock,

who has shown much kindness to the
|

members of our mission, and from

whom we have received every atten-
j

tion in times of sickness.

22. To-day br. and sister Barker

left us for Tezpur, where they will, I

probably, be located, unless they should i

find a more favorable situation
;

and,
|

in accordance with his wishes, we have
i

given our approval to the measure.
|

This mov^ement will leave all Upper
j

Assam, our original field, without a
'

single preaching missionaiy, and this i

after the mission has been established
|

seven years, so that br. Cutter and my-
i

self are now quite as solitary as when
j

w'e first came from Burniah. The
j

Board are aware that we are both so
f

fully occupied in our other duties as to
j

allow us little time for preaching, to
|

say nothing of bad health, which
\

often suspends our labors altogether.

Whether it is expedient to enter upon
missionary fields where there is no
prospect of being able properly to oc-

j

cupy them, is a very serious question.
;

Could we have foreseen, when we left
!

Burmah, that this mission would not
j

have been more efiiciently sustained,
j

we should, undoubtedly, never have
;

left that country for Assam. But since
;

we are here, and in a field far more in-
\

viting, in itself considered, than we
j

could have found among the Burmans,
|

and having already spent a good por- '

tion of our life in the work of prepa- I

ration, we feel it our duty to stand by
j

our posts so long as life is spared us,

whatever may be our discouragements.

True, our minds are often filled with

solicitude and sorrow, when we reflect

that our plans and preparations may,
perhaps, ultimately all fail, for want of

a deeper interest among the churches
at home,—that we may go on, year
after year, in the same inefiicient way
as we have done, and that when we
shall be removed from the scene of
action, our labors and the mission may
terminate together. But our consola-

tion is in knowing that God reigns, and
Christ intercedes, and if he has a chosen
people amongst this ruined race, he
will find means to bring them in,

whether we are the favored instruments
of their conversion or not.

24. Have so far recovered my voice,

as to be able to read or speak for a
short time without inconvenience.

Went out to-day upon the Gorgaon
road, and conversed with several na-
tives.

27. Received letters from br. Bron-
son enclosing resolutions for the es-

tablishment of an orphan school at

Nowgong, and for sending a request to

the Board for missionaries to be lo-

cated at Gowahati. An orphan school,

conducted on the plan br. Bronsoii

proposes, if it can be made permanent,
might prove the means of inestimable

good to this people. The pupils, being
secured against the influence and inter-

ference of relatives, will receive a
Christian education, that will elevate

them far above that degradation of soul

which surrounds them, and which is

the characteristic ofevery adult brought
up in a state of heathenism. But, in

order to make such an institution per-

manent and effective, br. Bronson needs
an associate. Such a school, once put
in operation, ought not to depend, for

its existence, on the life and health of
a single missionary. Br. Bronson is so

far from us (nearly 150 miles) that we
could be of no assistance to him in

case his health should fail, or do any
thing to prevent the school from being
scattered to the winds. About 1(X)5

rupees towards the support of the

school have already been subscribed

by benevolent individuals in Assam,
and I hope nothing will prevent its

sjieedy establishment on a permanent
basis.

Oct. 19. Have finished the transla-

tion of Romans. After many efforts to

translate the word Amen, as used at

the close of a sentence, I have con-

cluded to transfer it. This is the course
which Mr. Judson has taken. Dr.

Yates's Bengali version is the only one
I have seen, in which even a partial

attempt is made to translate the word,
and here it has proved, for the most
part, unsuccessful.

Great mortality in the Assam tea service—
Arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Cutter—Dis-

couragements.

25. Was called to attend the funeral

of Mr. Aigeldinger, a Swede, one of
the assistants of the Assam Tea Com-
pany, who died of fever contracted in

the jungles. It is painful to witness

the death of so many Europeans, cut

down one after another in the prime of
life and vigor,—and often without being
aware of their danger till the grasp of
death is upon them. It is said that of
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fifty assistants in the service of the

Assam Company, fourteen or fifteen

have died, as many more have been
obliged to relinquish their posts from
sickness, about the same number have
lei't from other causes, and only five of
the fifty are now in the service and
-able to attend to their duties ! This is

not, however, a fair criterion by which
to judge of the unhealthiness of Assam.
The tea assistants are, generally, located

in low situations, surrounded by dense
jungles, where, during and at the close

of the rains, a most deadly miasma is

constantly rising from the decaying
vegetation. Situations in the open and
cultivated country, although low, are

comparatively healthy.

Nov. Jo. Were cheered by the ar-

rival of br. and sister Cutter about
noon. They have accomplished the

removal of their goods and the printing

establishment much sooner than we
had anticipated. They will occupy,
for the present at least, the house let't

vacant by br. Barker.
29. Was taken severely ill on Fri-

day last, owing to exposure to the sun
for several days previous. Had a fever

only twenty-four hours, but it must
have been of a very malignant kind, as

it left me extremely weak and low.

To-day I have been able to sit up a

little, and hope, through divine mercy,
I may be spared a return of the fever.

Dec. 20. Received a letter from br.

Jones, of Siam, giving an account of

his labors and discouragements, which
seem to have been even greater than

ours in Assam. He went home with
the hope of bringing out with him at

least two more families, but was obli-

ged to return without any. Since his

return, he has been more than half the

time alone in his labors, with the duties

of translating, type-foundhig, and print-

ing, all resting upon his shoulders. It

is ti uly painful to see a promising mis-

sion field so feebly sustained, alter

years of hard labor have been spent in

translation and other preparatory work.
He has w ith great care and effort trans-

lated the whole New Testament, and
he now informs me that a new and in-

dependent translation is about being
made. The natural consequence is,

that, without associates to circulate and
sustain the version upon which he has
bestowed so much pains, it will, prob-
ably, be superseded by the other ver-

sion, and his labors prove to have been
nearly useless. The same may be the

case with our preparatory eflTorts here.

This thought often distresses me while

translating the scriptures into Assam-
ese, and 1 sometimes feel that my work
will, at length, prove labor lost. Br.

Jones expresses strong symjjathy with
the Board in the trial they must expe-
rience in finding themselves unable to

sustain their missions. In this feeling

of sympathy I believe every missionary
will heartily join.

Jan. 3, 1844. Several of the oflicers,

with a portion of the troops, left to-day

for Jaipur, which is to be the new
head-quarters of the re^Jment. This
measure, provided it should be perma-
nent, will tend much to the improve-
ment of Jaipur, though it is doubtful

whether it will be sutficient to draw
any considerable native population

around the station, at least for many
years.

7. Went into the bazaar with br.

Cutter and Nidhi. A large congrega-
tion of Mussulmans and Hindus having
collected, we read and expounded to

them the catechism, also St. Paul's

discourse to the Athenians. They gave
good attention, and no one present

offered to dispute, while many ex-

pressed their approbation.

14. Went out with br. Cutter to

Likson, one of the villages on the Gor-
gi.on road, where we addressed a re-

spectable congregation, but were op-

posed by a brahmin, who seemed
annoyed that the people should listen.

In the course of the dispute, he had
resort to several downright falsehoods,

which 1 exposed to the j)eople, and ap-

pealed to them W'hether those teachers

who would defend their religion by
falsehood were worthy of credit.

23. Found, on awaking this morn-
ing, that an attempt had been made to

rob our house during the night. A
large box standing near the bed was
removed as far as the door, probably

on the supposition that it was the

money box, when the thieves having
opened the lid, discovered their mis-

take and left it, taking with them a tea

and coflee pot as they went out. This
is the first time we have had our house
broken open since living in Assam.

27. To-day Mr. Campbell, our new
doctor, was driven from his house,

with his family, by a mob of sipahis, in

consequence of his having killed a cow
in cantonments. He was afterwards

waylaid by a party of fifteen or twenty

men, armed with clubs, and beaten

very severely. The sipahis are now in

such a state of excitement and in-

subordination, that Mr. Campbell is

obliged to retire to the tank with his
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family, lest he should be again attacked

by them.
28. Went across the river to-day

with br. Cutter, and visited several

small villages. Nidhi, the native con-

vert, addressed the people faithfully

and zealously, and, we hope, with some
good effect. He appears to be growing

in grace and usefulness, which is ex-

ceedingly encouraging to our hearts,

especially as all the others for whom
we had entertained hopes, have turned

back into the world, and given us rea-

son to fear they have never known
what true religion is. It is now a dark

time with us, and we have to walk by
faith instead of sight. The Lord grant

that the seed sown may not be always
unfruitful. Some faint glimmerings of

light, we trust, have reached the native

mind, and we believe the effects will

ultimately appear, and that the gospel

will yet triumph over all the supersti-

tions of this benighted land.

Locusts—Earthquakes—Mission house—
Schools—A caviller,

29. Immense flights of locusts have
been passing over the countr}' yester-

day and to-day, darkening the air, and
in many places destroying vegetation.

They are supposed by the natives to

be the precursors of some great ca-

lamity.

Feb. 4. Went out upon the Gorgaon
road with br. Cutter. Saw some men
from Betbari, who were anxious that

we should set up a school there, but

wished to be assured that we would
not carry off their children to our own
country, which they had heard we
were intending to do, after we had
taught them. Br. Cutter, since his ar-

rival here, has succeeded in establish-

ing six schools in the neighboring vil-

lages, which are very flourishing, and,
we hope, may be the means of great

good.

21. Earthquake at 8 o'clock this

morning.
28. Another severe shock of an

earthquake at 1 o'clock. The ground
rocked fearfully, and the water in the

tank was violently agitated. For the

last two years earthquakes in Assam
have been increasing, both in frequency
and severity, from what cause is un-
known.
March 1. Moved into our new house.

A large portion of my time, for the last

two months, has been occupied in

overseeing the coolies who have been
at work upon it. This interruption of
my studies has been a great trial, but

[Oct.

it was unavoidable. The house is now
built of the most substantial timber,

with raised bamboo floor, aud reed par-
titions plastered with mud, and white-
washed. We have found it very in-

convenient and unhealthy living upon
the ground, as we have done, being
exposed not only to the damp, but to

white ants, which were committing
constant depredations, and have de-

stroyed many trunks of clothing, and
other valuable articles, since we have
been at Sibsagor. In Burmah no per-

son ever thinks of living upon the

ground, but in Assam it is common
even among Europeans, and is, no
doubt, one cause of the great mortality

that prevails.

3. Went into the lower bazaar with
Nidhi, br. Cutter being unable to go
out. He has been ill for several days,

owing, no doubt, to over exertion in

visiting his schools, in addition to all

his other duties. It will be quite im-
possible for him to continue his labors

to the extent he has been doing for the

last two months
;

still, we should very
much regret being obliged to relinquish

the schools. Br. Cutter has succeeded
in collecting scholars beyond our ex-

pectations ; some opposition has been
offered, but less than we anticipated.

The most absurd stories are circulated

to keep the children awaj^ but, as yet,

happily, without much effect. One of
the schools, composed of Mussulman
children, came near being broken up
because their reading books contained
the picture of a hog !

31. Went out into the bazaar with
br. Cutter and Nidhi. Entered the shop
of a merchant, who was also a lavvver,

where we found a number of brahmins
and other people of respectability.

The merchant commenced a discus-

sion by proposing a variety of curious

questions, such as the following :

—

"Here is a book you have given me
(the Gospel of John) which says the

word was God ; as there is no limita-

tion, it must mean any word ; of course,

a wicked word is God as well as a
good word ; how is this?" Having ex-

plained the passage to his satisfaction,

he inquired, " What is sin ? Do not

your scriptures say, 'Thou shalt not

kill r' and yet you kill animals and eat

them." We told him it was permitted

to kill animals for food. "And you
also allow people to go into the jungle

and kill wild elephants with tusks six

inches thick, for the sake of obtaining

the ivory to sell,—is this right ?" After-

wards he inquired, " What is the earth ?
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Is it a deity, or not ? If not, how is it

supported ? What is under it r" This
afforded lis an opportunity to ask him
how it happened that the English, and
other ships, in circumnavigating tiie

globe and carefully surveying every
part of it, had never discovered any of
the seven circular continents ? and how
it was they had found only the salt

water ocean, and had never discovered

the other six spoken of in the shasters,

the milk ocean, the ghee ocean ? &-c.

This brought the querist into a more
teachable mood, and all the company
seemed anxious to have an explana-
tion of our geographical system. It is

seldom that a learned Assamese will

dispute with us on the subject of geog-

raphy. They appear to have a secret

consciousness that their shasters are

vulnerable in this respect.

Afterwards went into the D6m street,

where a good congregation collected

around us and listened with great at-

tention, many of them openly express-

ing their approbation, and saying the

doctrines were true. Gave away a
large number of books.

EXTRACT FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR.
BARKER FOR 1843.

Half civilized tribe ofJVagas.

South of Jorhat, and near the Naga
hills, is Raja Bari (king's garden), a
place of much trade. The Nagas of
the adjoining hills come here, and ex-

change cotton for salt, lead, pewter,
and some trifling ornaments, such as

beads, &c. These present a very
different appearance from the Nagas
who trade at Jaipur. Those at the
latter place are almost naked, and are

tattooed from head to foot. These are

not tattooed, and are very well clothed
with cotton cloth, of their own manu-
facture ; it is dyed a dark blue color,

and made into loose garments, both
for men and women. The women
never accompany the Nagas which
come down to trade at Jaipur, but here
the women come in, and, like the men,
have long baskets, in the shape of an
inverted cone, lashed on their backs,
filled with cotton, peppers, ginger-root,

&c. The women wear long brass ear-
rings three or four inches in diameter,
which they turn up and fasten in their

hair. The men wear ornaments about
their necks, of beads, shells, and hog's
tushes. They all have a rudely con-
structed bamboo pipe in their mouths,

VOL. XXIV. ,38

a spear in their hands, and a da in a
sheath affixed to their backs. They
appear to be a superior race to the

Jaipiu- Nagas, but more filthy in their

persons and habits.. It is a part of the

Assamese religion to bathe the body,
but, so far as appearances go, the re-

ligion of ^^15 people could have no con-
nexion with outward purification. The
same may be said of honesty in trade,

^hey always wet their cotton, before

presenting it in market, to make it

weigh more ; but the Assamese will,

notwithstanding, outdo them in " ma-
king the ephah small and the shekel

great, and falsifying the balances by
deceit."

prevalent use of opium— Assamese of
Tiidbur—The oppressive yoke of the

priesthood ready to be broken.

The Assamese in this vicinity are

greatly addicted to eating opium. 1

saw only one who was exempt. Their
strength and energy are thus taken from
them, and the grasshopper becomes a
burden, and their land a jungle.

At Titcibur, a large part of one sec-

tion of the village met me in the street

to solicit books. They openly and
fearlessly declared they did not wor-
ship idols. Took my stand under some
shady trees on the main road to Jorhat,

during the Sabbath, and conversed with
many of the people. One of my audi-

tors was a young man, who asked a
great many questions with much ap-

parent concern, and manifests convic-

tions of the truth of our rehgion and
the falsehood of his own.
On the evening of the day, met

twelve or fifteen men going to one of
their priests with the best of their

substance. They readily confessed it

Avas a yoke grievous to be borne, thus

to administer to the wants of their re-

ligious teachers without receiving any
thing but deception and falsehood in

return. But it was custom, they said,

and if they did not conform, they would
be made to suffer for it. There ap-

pears to be but very little respect or

regard, in many cases, for those who
thus lord it over them

;
and, not unfre-

quently, tiiey speak it out fearlessly.

This boldness will increase, from year

to year, as their respect diminishes,

until a gospel day, clear and bright,

shall dawn upon them, and make them
free from priestly usurpations. The
days of priestly prosperity here have
passed away, the days of their exist-

ence even, are numbered, and will

soon be finished.
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Khamti villages— Worship of idols.

In the neighborhood of Titabur are

three villages of Khamtis, also called

Noxas. A part of them came, a few
years since, from Sadiya. In the. largest

village, of nearly 200 houses, there were
four priests, as many consecrated idols,

and twelve or fourteen boys receiving

instructions from the priests. There
was also a pagoda, built chiefly of earth,

and supported, in several successive

terraces, by bamboos split and wrought
with wicker work, encircling the earth

to keep it from crumbling down. I

slept in the room wliere the idols were
enshrined. The noise of the pupils

repeating their lessons, was the last

thing I heard before going to sleep,

and the first on awaking in the morn-
ing ; for they resumed them by the

earliest dawn of day. All who came
into the room wliere the idols were,
prostrated themselves before them, and
the same on leaving the room. On
being told it was not right to worship
idols, the priests replied, it was in con-
sequence of my ignorance that I so

taught : others said, it was not allowed
among themselves formerly ; others

were apparently displeased, and di-

rectly left the room. They professed

a wish to learn, and would accompany
me to Jorhat for instruction if 1 would
insure them a good living as well as
instruction. They seemed to think I

could as well do this as not.

33assas.

JOURNAL OF MR. CLARKE.

Near the close of 1843, Mr. Clarke

made several visits to Duawi's town, for

the purpose of establishing a native school

(see p. 194) ; also to Kaigma's place, still

further in the interior, some thirty-five

miles in a northerly direction, and thence

to the Kple (Kpese) country.

Kaigma's place — Kpeses — Camwood
traffic.

Dec. 12, 1843. About 11 o'clock we
reached Kaigma's. He appeared glad
to see us, and promised to send a man
to conduct us to the Kple country.
Preached this evening to a large con-
gregation from the text "Choose ye
this day whom ye will serve." The
people said that 'they had trusted to
their grigri because they had nothing
else to rely on, but that they were now

convinced that their grigri was of no
avail, and they would worship God if

they knew how to do it. I am much
encouraged and strengthened. The
people every where, when they hear

]

the gospel, have their faith in grigris

j

much shaken.

I 13. This morning we left Kaigma's

j

for the Kple country. Kaigma pro-
posed to accompany us as far as Bia.

We found a very good path, and after

walking eight or ten miles, crossed the

Kba, said to be a branch of Junk river.

We reached the place where we in-

tended to pass the night about 1 o'clock,

after walking twelve or fourteen miles
in the best path I have walked in the

country. The people here treated us
very kindly. Among them was a very
old man. He soon began to complain
of ill treatment from the Americans,
but as soon as he learned who I was,
and what was my object, he begged
pardon for mentioning that subject to

me. Here Kaigma drank too freely of
palm wine (what is called the juice of
the toddy tree in India). In the eve-

ning, we talked to the people a long
time. They had never heard God's
word before.

14. Started this morning about 4

o'clock for the long bush, as it is called.

Our guide missed his way, and we lost

about an hour's walk. Our way for

tvvo or three miles was bad, as we
were obliged to pass several swamps
which had much water. After this,

the path was good and the country

fine. We soon met some people car-

rying camwood to the beach
;
among

them were three girls and three boys
about ten years old ; I noticed that they

had strings tied round them. They
said they did this because they were
hungry. I thought of the highly favor-

ed children in America, who have kind
parents and comfortable homes, and
the word of God to teach them. But
these children's parents are poor, they

live in the woods, and know nothing

about Jesus Christ or heaven. We
were soon overtaken by another com-
pany of men, women, and children,

who were going after camwood. This
wood must be carried on people's

backs 100 miles, and then the coun-
try people do not receive more
than a dollar, or, at most, more than
a dollar and a half for a hundred
pounds, and those who carry the wood
do not realize more than half of that

amount.
As we passed on, the country be-

came beautiful. Our path lay along a
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beautiful little stream, which, during I

the rainy season, ovei-flows its banks.
|

About 3 o'clock we were informed
j

that we had readied a branch of the

St. John's river. Here the country be-

came enchanting. The beautiful stream
was silently meandering on our right,

and land gently undulating lay on our
left, covered with a vast forest of trees,

so free from under wood that we could
see to a great distance. In fact, the

whole country is delightful. It is mod-
erately hilly, plentifully watered, and
well adapted to agriculture. About
4 o'clock we reached a small town be-

longing to the king's son. He desired

us to pass the night with him, and, as

we were very tired, we gladly accepted
the invitation. In the evening we
preached the gospel to twenty or thirty

who never heard it before. They seem-
ed highly interested.

15. This morning we went on to

the king's town, which is four or five

miles distant from his son's. The
to«-n is said to have been a large town
for this country, but it has recently

j

been burned. The people are now re-

building it. The king is about sixty

years old, and seems to be a sensible,

well-disposed man. He presented me
a large fowl and nearly a bushel of rice

for breakfast. I told him my business.

He said his father, before he died, im-
plored a blessing upon him, and that

he was thankful a white man had come
to bring him the gospel of peace. In
the evening I preached to the people

;

they were attentive and behaved quite

well.

16. This morning, tbougli more than
100 miles from my family and civilized

society, have had sweet peace of mind.
I would not exchange my employment
for any below the skies. To be a mes-
senger of Jesus to the heathen is a
blessed privilege. Have spent the day
in giving the people information about
America, and telling them what Ameri-
cans and Englishmen are endeavor-
ing to do for them, by suppressing
the slave trade, sending them the gos-

pel, etc.

Preached to the people this evening
of Jesus, the Savior of the world.

They were very attentive, and I believe

a good impression was made. At the

close, one man remarked that man is

man, and the fact that we had come so

far to preach the gospel to them with-
out the hope of receiving compensation,
was to him sufficient evidence that the

gospel is true.

17. About IQ ©'clock, after much

ceremony of shaking hands and talk-

ing, we were informed that the people
were ready to hear our message. The
principal men, women and children
were present.

I explained my object in coming to

this country and to them. I then gave
them a concise history of the creation

and fall of man, and of the comings
crucifixion and resurrection of our
blessed Savior. The exercise was
long, but the people were very at-

tentive.

^yhen I came to speak of the suffer-

ings and death of the blessed Redeem-
er, my heart was full. I felt as if I

could pour out my soul to them, but I

was much embarrassed in consequence
of hanng to speak through an inter-

preter. Never did I see people more
grateful. They seemed to feel that

what they heard was the word of God.
Went back to the son's town in the

evening, and preached to the people.

My heart is pained for them. They
never heard the gospel before, and
many of them will never hear it again.

If our dear Christian friends in Ameri-
ca felt as I feel on this subject, we
would not long need money or men.
Many would say. Here am I, send me

;

here is my money, my all ; send it to

the heathen, who are the purchased
possession of the Savior.

21. Reached home about 10 o'clock

at night, and found all well. Truly
the Lord favors me in this sickly land.

I do not think that I ever saw the time

before, either in America or this coun-

tiy, when I could have performed such

:
a journey with so much ease as this.

I ascribe all to God : in another week I

may be entirely prostrated.

Visit to the river Sesters.

28. Started this morning in com-
pany with Mr. Von Brun, a Bassa na-

tive,' but resident for some years at

Sierra Leone, for the river Sesters.

Reached Tradetown about 5 p. m.

30. Left Tradetown for river Ses-

ters. The sea was a little rough, but

we sailed along quite well. About 4

o'clock, p. M., went ashore at Grand
Kawlaw. In the evening Went to a na-

tive town, about two miles from the

beach, and preached to about 100 peo-

ple on the sufferings and death of our

blessed Savior. I never addressed a

more attentive congregation. When I

spoke of the death of the Savior, there

was an almost simultaneous cry of sor-

row throughout the assembly.

31. Started this morning for the
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king's town. The king appears to be

a man of good sense, and is about fifty

yeai s old. He seemed much pleased

at the idea of having his children in-

structed, and wished me to carry his

own son to Edina for that purpose.

In the afternoon went to the town
where I had passed the last night, and
preached to the people, of Jesus Christ.

They seemed much interested. The
head man was so much interested in

what he had heard Saturday night, that

he stopped the people who were pass-

ing, to tell them about it. Went to the

beach in the evening, and preached
to the American traders who reside

there temporarily.

Jan. 1, 1844. Had a strong current

against us, so that it was 11 o'clock

when we arrived at Sesters. We stop-

ped an hour or two at the beach, and
were much pleased with the place. It

is the most pleasant I have seen in

Africa ; a neck of land, with the ocean
on the west and north, and the river

Sesters and a fine bay on the east.

Nearly all the land around is compara-
tively high. Any one would judge,

from its location, that it is a healthy
place, and several European traders,

who have resided there, 1 understand,
all call it so. After examining the
place, we went to Tom Headman's
towji, four or five miles up the river.

He is about fifty years old, speaks the

English language quite well, and, on
the w hole, is the most intelligent and
interesting native I have met. He is

said to have much influence over his

people ; and seems very desirous to

have his children instructed. The
country around, so far as I can learn,

is also very fine, and much more popu-
lous than any other part of the Bassa
country. The language is the same as
that of the people where we now re-

side, except a slight difference in the

pronunciation of some few words. Our
books, of course, are as well adapted
to this people as to those. They are

acknowledged to be more industrious

and interesting than the people at

Grand Bassa, and every thing 1 saw of
them confirms the report. The gov-
ernment is also said to be superior to

that of any other among the Bassas.

5ri)e Basal SEbangelfcal ^Htssfonara?

.5^ ocfetj.

As the records of this important Mis-

sionary Society are, ordinarily, in a foreign

language, few of which are translated into

English, it has been thought that a brief

notice of its origin, principles, and present

condition would be interesting to our read-

ers. Most of the following facts are ob-

tained from the Third Report of the Ger-

man Mission in the southern Mahratta,

Canara, and Malabar provinces
;

printed

at Madras, 1843.

Basel, the birth place of Buxtorf, Wet-
stein, Hermann, and Euler, and where re-

pose the ashes of Erasmus ; where con-

tending foreign princes have met to make

treaties of peace ; and the hierarchy has
j

held her councils to devise methods for the

extermination of heresies, and to reform

the corruptions of an infallible church; was

a fit place in which to begin the first

movements on the continent of Europe of

modern missions. It is said to have beeo

formerly a peculinrity in Basel, that the

clocks were an hour in advance of those of

other places. However that may be.

Christians there were in advance of those

of neighboring countries in obeying the

command of Christ, " Go ye into all the

world and preach the gospel to every

creature." A spirit of inquiry being

awakened by the example of English Chris-

tians of different denominations, the duty

of giving the gospel to the heathen was

made a topic of frequent consultation "by
a circle of friends at Basel, lovers of the

church and of mankind," for several years

before the organization of the Society.

The Society was formed in 1816, and took

the name of the " German Missionary So-

j

ciety ;" subsequently that of the " Basel

Evangelical Missionary Society."

The character of its founders will be

learned from the following description of

them, given in an historical sketch of the

Society.
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Rarely has a missionary or other reli-

gious German society been favored with a

body of directors, richer in Christian graces

and spiritual gifts, than those men who
gave one another the right hand of fellow-

ship for the establishment of a missionary

institution at Easel in 1816.

The twelve members of the committee

residing at Basel, were clergymen and lay-

men belonging to different German and

Swiss churches : viz. to the Reformed

church of Basel, the Lutheran church of

Wurtemburg, and the union of the Mora-

vian brethren. Yet never in these twenty-

five years has the bond of peace been bro-

ken on account of dogmatical differences.

Loving and serving one £,ord, they have

been one in His Spirit. The president

of the committee for twenty- two years

was one of the fathers of the Basel Re-

formed Church ; the secretary, one of the

most enterprising Christians of the south of

Germany, the originator or cobriginator of

many of the Christian institutions which

have sprung up in the neighborhood of

Basel, since the beginning of this century
;

the treasurer, one of the members of the

senate of Basel, and head of one of the

greatest mercantile houses of the city ; the

principal of the college, down to the end

of the year 1838, the Rev. C. G. Blum-

hardt. The memory of these chief men
among the Lord's people in our country,

and their worthy associates, will ever be

dear to the hearts of all the brethren of our

mission. Dear Father Von Brunn, the

senior of the Basel clergy, retired in 1838

from the chair of the president. He is

still alive, a venerable octogenarian, wait-

ing in a childlike spirit for his entrance into

his eternal home. He was a man mighty

in the scriptures and mighty in prayer,

powerful in love and skilful in comforting

the troubled and heavy laden. He was,

as the head of another Swiss church once

called him, the high priest of the mission.

May his end be peace, and his reward

glory ! The Rev. C. Blumhardt, who
departed in December, 1838, was a man
especially prepared, as it would seem, by

the Lord, for the difficult task of conduct-

ing the first German missionary institution

of this century, through a generation care-

less of religion, opposed to vital godliness in

every form, and scornful of every under-

taking originating with the superstitious,

bigoted, and narrow-minded pietists. When
he died he left the mission and the college

flourishing, gaining ground in public esteem

and confidence, and prepared for more ex-

tended action and for the contemplation of

enterprises of which it would have appear-

ed adventurous so much as to dream during

an earlier period of the mission. His dis-

cernment of the character of others and

his tact in managing them, seldom erred ;

ever busy in removing from afar difficulties

and offences, unperceived by other eyes
;

ever watchful in seizing events or circum-

stances favorable to the advancement of the

cause of his mission
;

patient and equal

tempered to an extraordinary degree ; firm

in his own resolves and principles, but

sensitively cautious of offending and pro-

voking others, a thorough pietist himself,

but most clever in gaining the respect of

gainsayers, he did his work with the guile-

lessness of a dove and the wisdom of a

serpent.

In the organization of the Society are

several peculiarities. The Society has a

seminary for the education of missionaries.

With this the Society commenced opera-

tions. Rev. C. G. Blumhardt, whose excel-

lencies are so graphically portrayed in the

extract just given, commenced the school

with ten pupils, who having left their

different trades and occupations, had " de-

voted themselves to the service of Christ

among the heathen." Nine of them ulti-

mately entered the service in foreign fields.

The plan of the institution has since been

enlarged, and the number of its instructers

and pupils increased. The qualifications

of the candidates, deemed indispensable,

are the following :
—" The real conversion

of the candidate,"—mental capacity,—suit-

able age,— bodily health,—freedom from all

private or public obligations which might

interfere with the service of the mission.

If the Lord liave chosen one for the

office of evangelist to the heathen, he will

not, this is the confident hope of the com-
mittee, withhold those gifts which are in-

dispensable for the execution of the task

assigned to him, and they accordingly con-

sider the absence of the above qualifica-

tions, as an indication of the Divine will,

whatever may be the feelings and desires

of the candidate.

Only ten or fifteen out of thirty or forty

applicants are actually selected. The

usual time of stay in the institution is five

years, during the first of which the pupils

are on probation. Of the 202 students

which had gone from this school on mis-

sions, 161 were from the different German

Slates, (the majority from Wurtemburg)
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thirty from Switzerland, the remaining

eleven from more distant countries.

Another peculiarity, is the fact, that the

Society not only prepares missionary can-

didates in its seminary for the service of

several other Missionary Societies, but it

is itself composed of different denomina-

tions of Christians. The committee re-

siding at Basel are selected from the Re-

formed church, the Lutheran church, and

the Moravian brethren ; and the students

of the seminary have placed themselves

under no less than twelve different Mission-

ary Societies. The largest numbers have

attached themselves to the Church Mis-

sionary Society, (Eng.,) the Basel Evan-

gelical Missionary Society, and that of the

Russian Evangelical Church. The Society

*' is much richer in men than in money."

Without presuming to exhibit it as a model

for the Christian church generally, how-

ever desirable, if practicable, we feel dis-

posed to let the Society explain its own

views.

The name of Evangelical Missionary So-

ciety is sufficiently expressive of the prin-

ciples to which the committee adheres with

regard to doctrinal and ecclesiastical differ-

ences. They have hitherto maintained,

against considerable obloquy, that the chief

end of the Protestant missionary ought to

be this : to promulgate among the heathen

the pure doctrine of the gospel, unalloyed by
the peculiarities of the modern distinctions

which have arisen between the Lutheran,

Calvinistic, and other parties of Protestant-

ism ; that the differences in the creeds of

our Protestant church are rather to be de-

plored as the fruit of human weakness,

than to be boasted of as infallible Shiboleths

of divine truth ; that all our confessions of

faith bear the marks of their age and of

human imperfection, but the word of God
alone abideth forever. Accordingly the

groundwork of the theological education of

the brethren of the institution are the fun-

damental doctrines common to all Protes-

tant churches, while subordinate points are

subjected to free discussion, unfettered by
the authority of individuals or churches.

It is not intended to give to the minds of

the future missionaries the stamp of Luther,

or Calvin, or Zuingli, but to endear Christ

to their hearts and to establish them in His

truth. The teachers do not shun to judge

any of the great names of the reformation

by the word of God, interpreted according

to the rules of a faithful and «nlightened

theology. On the broad basis of evangel-

ical truth and love, the Society have stood

these twenty-five years, and hope to abide

thereby, God helping them. The creed of
the Society, as such, is the word of God,
or if they are pressed for a more distinct

confession of faith, they would subscribe

to those truths which are held by all Pro-
testant churches. On the other hand, no
constraint is laid on the consciences and

understandings of tutors or students, each

being at liberty to adhere to whatsoever

doctrine he may judge to be most conso-

nant with holy writ, as long as they keep
within the bounds of humility and love

with regard to those who dissent from their

opinions. For these reasons the mission-

aries sent out by the Basel Society have to

subscribe to no articles. They leave this

question to those church authorities, to

whom the missionary may apply for ordi-

nation, they themselves being satisfied with

the assurance that their brethren will teach

among the heathen the pure Gospel in

childlike faith, without disputing on the

way among themselves, *and without di-

recting the minds of their converts from

the one thing needful, to trivial, unfruitful

disputes. They respect the peculiarities

of the different confessions of faith, which

are held by the Protestant churches of

Europe, but they respect them all, with-

out overrating the excellency of their own
creeds, and would put no other burden on

the heathen but the easy yoke of the

Gospel.

The Society employs but one travelling

agent for the collection of funds ; but it

employs the agency of the press with very

great effect. Besides its Annual Reports,

it publishes the Quarterly Magazine of the

History of the Protestant Missionary and

Bible Societies of the present day :* Evan-

gelical Heathen Messenger (one sheet

monthly) : Discussions of subjects con-

nected with the missionary cause (month-

ly) ; much is also done in the publica-

tion and general circulation of the most

valuable missionary works.

The students who have entered the for-

eign service under the patronage of the

Society at Basel, have gone to Caucasus,

to Persia, to the Western Coast of India,

and to Western Africa.

* Edited by the Rev. W. Hoffmann, the

present principal of the Missionary ISeminary.
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American 33oarti of Commissioners for

IForefflU liifssfons.

NESTORIANS.

Advantage gained—Prospects.

Mr. Stoddard in a letter to the Com-

mittee dated April 23, says,

—

As you are well aware, extensive pre-

paration has been made here for a glorious

harvest. We who follow' afier, find abun-

dant evidence that our predecessors have

not toiled in vain. I cast my eye around

on more than forty schools, and nearly a

thousand pupils, who are daily reading the

gospel of Christ. I see a seminary of

sixty promising youth, collected from all

parts of the plain and the mountains, who,

in a few years, will become the priests and

deacons and learned men of this people.

Brought under our immediate influence,

they are taught the careful study of the

scriptures, and have many an earnest ex-

hortation from members of our missionary

circle. I see a press scattering the words

of life, in all directions, to those whom we
should not otherwise reach. I see a small

band of native converts, who weep and

pray over the desolations around them,

and join heart and hand with us in saving

souls.

Among these, IVIar Yohannan should be

prominently mentioned. Since his return

from America, he has interested and en-

couraged us all by the decided stand he

has taken. Though wine-drinking is very

extensively prevalent among the Nestori-

ans, he has renounced it himself, and is

bold in reproving his people for this sin.

We find him ready to engage in preaching

and every good work. While I am now
writing, he has assembled a number of

persons employed in our yard, and held a I

prayer meeting in an adjoining room,
j

This he designs regularly to keep up, at 1

least once or twice every week. Such an I

example of an influential bishop will cer-

tainly be felt. And it is an unspeakable

pleasure to me to record this testimony to

the usefulness of one whom I love as a

Nestorian and a personal friend.

There has been this winter unusual in-

terest in listening to preaching
;
and, proba-

bly, never since the mission commenced
have the congregations at the city been so

crowded and solemn. Whether it has re-

sulted in true conversions, time alone will

show. But we all feel that much light has

been poured upon the surrounding dark-

ness, and many have been induced to re-

linquish hopes in their own righteousness,

who have yet not trusted in the righteous-

ness of Christ. With such a people this

is a very important step towards a hearty

reception of the gospel.

You will infer from what I have writ-

ten, that although my views of the Nes-
torians have been modified by a residence

among them
;
though I now have a more

clear, and, I trust, correct knowledge of

their real character than soon after my ar-

rival, I am very happy in contemplating

my future work. Our field of labor is one

of the deepest interest. I cannot believe

that God has so long preserved this ancient

church, amid such trials, without glorious

designs of mercy in its behalf. iSor does

it require a prophet's vision to foresee the

time when this whole people shall gather,

in meek subjection, around the sceptre of

Emmanuel. The pious terms they now
so carelessly employ, will then have a

sweet, a delightful meaning ; and we shall

be permitted to sit with them in heavenly

places in Christ Jesus. Blessed day !

when the Mussulman, who now looks with

mingled scorn and hatred on the religion of

the cross, shall be won by a display of its

life-giving power ! May that day come
quickly.

ERZEROOM.

Official note.

The Sublime Porte has addressed the

following official note to the American

Charge d' Affaires at Constantinople.

It has been represented by the priests

and heads of the Armenian people in Erze-

room to the Patriarchate of this capital,

that two American priests, (missionaries,)

who have latterly taken up their residence

with their families in the Armenian quarter

of Erzeroom, are endeavoring to convert

some members of said people to the Pro-

testant religion. These Americans, being

in that place as foreigners, (travellers,)

and not engaged in business, such proceed-

ings on their part are prejudicial to the na-

tional and religious principles of said peo-

ple, and occasion complaints against them.

And also, as their proceedings are contrary

to the principles of the Sublime Porte,

their farther residence in that city would

occasion new complaint against them,

(which would not be agreeable to you,) it

is thought proper not to permit it. This

circumstance is, therefore, being written to

His Excellency the Pacha of Erzeroom,

and by the present official note, we also

bring it to your knowledge, with the re-

quest that you will be pleased to cooperate

in whatever may be deemed necessary on
the subject.



304 Other Societies

:

—American Board of Com. for For. Miss. Oct.

TREBIZOND.

Death of a pious Armenian.

Mr. Johnson, in a letter dated April 13,

says,

—

We have just been called to mourn the

death of our beloved brother Aligerditch
;

he left us on the 10th of the month. As
he belonged to a papal Armenian family,

the quiet of his last days was much dis-

turbed by the importunities of his relatives,

the priest, and principal men of the com-
munity, who endeavored to induce him to

profess himself a faithful son of the church

of Rome, and submit to the usual rites

performed for the dying. But he persisted

to the last in declining the otfices of the

priest, and, consequently, his mortal re-

mains received the treatment which was to

be expected in such a case. His body
was not allowed to be laid in the burying

ground belonging to the church, but was
kept during the day, and, at a late hour of

the dark and stormy night which followed,

it was carried by porters, attended by a

Turkish kavass, and buried at a waste
place, about a mile out of the city. " Pre-

cious in the sight of the Lord is the death

of his saints." In the midst of the un-

bounded exultings of the " foolish and de-

ceived," we feel a consolation in the death

of this Christian brother, which the world

cannot take from us ; for we feel a sweet
confidence that his spirit has been wel-

comed to the mansions of the blessed. He
was a man of superior mind and decided

piety ; and we fondly hoped that he was
destined to render important service to the

kingdom of God, in this dark corner of the

world. But it has pleased our Heavenly
Father thus early to take him to himself,

doubtless for wise and important reasons.

On account of the hostility of his family,

we could have no personal communication
with him during his sickness ; and it was
with difficulty that any of our Armenian
friends could have an opportunity of speak-
ing to him.

From one who saw him two or three

months before his death, we learned that

he was already aware that his disease

must terminate fatally ; but he manifested

great cheerfulness, and inquired with much
interest after the welfare of the brethren.

Some time afterwards another of the

brethren,—being a stranger in the place

and unknown to the family,—took advan-
tage of this circumstance to make him a

visit. His countenance lighted up with
joy at the sight of a Christian brother, and
in answer to inquiries about his state, he
very calmly replied that he despaired of
the flesh, but had hope in God. He re-

marked pleasantly upon the healthful ap-
pearance of the person who visited him,
and sent his love to all who might inquire

for him. But the interview was interrupt-

ed by the coming in of his mother, who
was very particular in questioning the

stranger as to who he was and whence he
came. He returned to give me an account
of the interview, but said that his feelings

would not allow him" to converse much
with our friend ; and so saying, a flood of
tears gushed from his eyes. But he re-

ceived the full impression that the deceased
was peacefully awaiting his end, resting on
Christ, the sure foundation.

Not long after this, Migerditch sent a
note to one of our friends, stating that his

family and the priest had begun to trouble

him by the efforts which they were making
to induce him to comply with the customs
of their church, and requested that he
would prepare him a room in a khan, and
then come and assist him to go there, that

he might lie down and die quietly, adding,

however, that he should first consult us
and the brethren. We all advised that he
should remain at home,—for which there

were important reasons,—and to the indi-

vidual who informed him of our opinion,

1

he expressed his cheerful acquiescence,
I adding that he would take patiently what-

I

ever they might inflict on him.

j

After this we know that the priest visited

!

him often ; the head men of the community

I

also visited him
;

persuasions and threats

I

were employed to turn him, but in vain,

i
We know but little of what was said to

him, or by him in reply ; but the priest

himself has declared that he informed our

j

brother that he would not bury him, if he
did not confess ; to which he replied that

his concern was about the salvation of his

soul, and that it was of little consequence
what they did with his body. An ignorant

but well meaning young man from among
the Armenians, who saw him occasionally,

i
advised him to comply, under the impres-

i sion that ceremonies performed over him

j

by others could do him no harm. But he
I gave the young man to understand that the

difficulty was, that he was required to pro-

fess his faith in what he did not believe.

He also gave this young man a paper to

carry to the priest. After his death the

priest showed this paper to the chief men
of the community, and, according to their

own report, it contained a formal renuncia-

tion of their church. To another young
man who visited him, he expressed a de-

sire that the brethren would pray for him,

that he might not be left to do any thing

wrong.

Two days before his death, when no

longer able to raise his head from the pil-
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low, he was visited by another of the

brethren. He manifested the same de-

light, on seeing the face of a Christian

friend, as before, and inquired immediately
for the welfare of the brethren. Being in-

formed that they were distressed on his

account, he replied that they should be
resigned to the will of God. The conver-

sation was again interrupted by the en-

trance of his mother ; and these were the

last words which we have heard from him.

Anathema of the Vartabed.

The same, two days later, says,

—

Yesterday the Armenian vartabed in the

principal church—the olheVs being closed

to bring all the people together for the

occasion—pronounced a solemn anathema
against three men, who are brothers, for

becoming Protestants. He invoked the

curse of God upon their houses, and com-
manded the people to treat them as out-

casts, by neither saluting them nor receiv-

ing their salutations. He also gave notice

that there were others, and among the rest

certain women also, who had been carried

away with the same error, for whose re-

covery efforts were making ; and if these

efforts did not succeed in reclaiming them
during the week, they also should be

anathematized on the following Sabbath.

He spoke of them as being extremely hard-

ened, since even the ignominious end to

which Migerditch had come, had not been

sufficient to turn them from their ways.
Notwithstanding this, however, twenty-

three Armenians, a larger number than

usual, came to our Turkish service.

MADURA.

Madura is a city and district in the south
;

western part of Hindostan, about 100 miles
|

back from the coast and on the great

thoroughfare between Madras and Cape

Comorin. The district has a population of
j

something more than one million. There
|

are six missionaries, about 1000 stated

bearers on the Sabbath at the different

places of worship, and over 4000 children

in a course of education.

In 1841, one of the missionaries held

I the following conversation with a party of

heathen.

! Missionary. Where have you been ?

Heathen. To attend the festival and
have a vision (sight) of God.
M. How many are there of you ?

H. Twenty,

j

M. How many rupees have you spent ?

j

H. We have each spent four.

M. What did you give the god ?

H. We presented plantains, broke co-

coa-nuts, offered sugar, &c.
M. What else did you do ?

H. Joining our hands and lifting them
to our foreheads, we reverenced and said,

" O God save us ; we wish to get eternal

bliss."

M. Did you see god there ?

H. We saw the image, and the temple,

and the tank, and the multitude.

M. But why go there to see god ? He
is everywhere.

H. That we know. If we do no mur-
der, do not steal, do not lie, and live thus

uprightly and worship, we can obtain

heaven.

M. What you now say has wisdom in

it, but some error also. We must not only

refrain from evil, but have the sins which

we have already committed, forgiven.

H. How can we know what is sin and

what is virtue ?

M. Have you not just said we must
not steal, kill, and the like ? How do you
know this, except as your conscience is

God's witness in the mind, and tells you
what is wrong? If you steal, that accuses

you at once ; if you commit adultery, it

also accuses you.

H. Yes, so it is ; and though we go

here and there, and attend festivals, and

make offerings, we are not made holy.

Two years after, one of this party pre-

sented himself to the missionaries for bap-

tism, and was received.

^mm'Ccin Sapttst Coartr of JForn'fln fttissCons*

a3rograp|)fcal Sfeetcl) of Beb. I2?nifam
|

ed to know by what steps be arrived at the

(&. Crocfeer. degree of his final attainments. There is

When a pious and useful servant of also something sacred in the memory of

Christ dies, there is a natural desire to re- one who, having run well, has finished his

view his history. The cariosity is awaken- course; and whom having been faithful

VOL. XXIV. 39
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over a few things, we believe to have been

made ruler over many things. And, be-

sides this, as in the death of a useful man

an instrument has been broken, a desire is

felt to turn the solemn event to account,

and to perpetuate his influence by an ex-

hibition of him as an example to others.

The law of economy dictates here, as else-

where, to gather up the fragments that

nothing be lost.

JVativity—Early religious history.

William G. Crocker, the subject of this

notice, was born in Newburyport, Mass.

We are ignorant of his childhood. If,

however, during that early period his

character was as simple and his spirit was

as gentle as it was in after life, (and much

of these traits appeared to be constitution-

al,) his yet surviving parents must derive

no little comfort in recollection of his juve-

nile days.

At the age of fourteen, he was the sub-

ject of religious exercises, which, whether

justly or not, resulted in a temporary hope

of divine mercy. So great was his anxiety

in view of his condition and prospects as a

sinner, that he more than once thought of

'« praying all night, hoping thus to obtain

the favor of God." But the hope then

obtained, though attended with consider-

able peace, was of short continuance.

For the succeeding six years, he de-

scribes his soul as "restless."* His in-

terest in public worship and religious du-

ties generally subsided, till they gradually

became burdensome. «* At times," how-
ever, he observes, " I would be quite seri-

ous, but my serious feelings were like the

morning cloud and the early dew. As I

grew in years, my heart seemed to grow
harder." Though his aversion to the

practical duties of a Christian continued,

be was unable to enjoy the pleasures of
sin. Disquieted by his conscience at the

time of indulging in sinful amusements,

these were invariably followed by disap-

pointment and disgust.

* The facts here given of Mr. C.'s early re-
ligious history are learned from a manuscript
account of them found among his papers at
his death.

,

When about twenty years of age, his

attention was a second time arrested to the

claims of religion. For this he was unable

to account. A select, but povterful in-

fluence," he remarks, " operated on my
mind, leading me to serious reflection."

He became more and more anxious till his

mind was altogether absorbed in the con-

cerns of his soul. The remembrance of

his former awakening and relapse filled

him with the most distressing fear lest he

should again become careless. Like mul-

titudes of other awakened sinners, he

sought, in his own strength, to render him-

self a suitable subject of the forgiving

mercy of God. Not only did he make in-

cessant prayer that God would increase his

apprehension of his own guilt, but, he

says, " I diligently attended upon every

means of grace ; read the most solemn

books that I could procure, together with

the bible, but all was in vain. I thought

that my heart grew harder and harder ;

I felt that I had sinned against a holy God,

and that I ought to repent, but I could not

bring my heart into a penitential state. I

became at times greatly discouraged. I

dreaded the idea of becoming again care-

less, and endeavored to goad up my mind

to deep feeling, but it would not wake up.

Many a time have I gone along the street

saying to myself, I have no feeling. I had

some idea that my sins were great, beyond

expression, and would pray that God

would show them to me, while, at the

same time, my body has trembled lest I

should not survive the disclosure."

In this state of mind, being instructed to

look to Christ, he found himself utterly un-

able to do so. Not only did it seem to

him inconsistent that Christ should bestow

mercy on one who was impenitent, having

still a proud and unyielding heart, but he

discovered in himself the want of faith.

He found it to be as difficult to believe in

Christ, as to repent of his sins. " Thus,"

he says, " I went on for several months.

My heart appeared to grow in hardness, and

I to be farther from salvation." But, " one

day, after being much tried with the obsti-

nacy of my heart, I gave up as unable to
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help myself ; I felt that I could not lift a

finger toward saving my soul. I was also

willing that God should do the whole work

for me. This produced peace and calm-

ness of soul. The idea of being in the

hands of God, was exceedingly pleasant.

I thought that were I in a prison and had

the presence of God I could be happy."

This peace, however, was soon inter-

rupted. Something was still wanting to

complete the foundation of the soul's as-

surance. " I had not as yet," he ob-

serves, a distinct view of the Savior as

an atoning sacrifice." This, however, was

in due time obtained ; and delighted with

a view of the purity of the Savior's char-

acter, and his adaptedness to the sinner's

condition, he says, *' it was easy to believe.

Now when I prayed, the flaming sword

which had barred my approach to the mercy

seat, was removed. I felt a spirit of

adoption."

We have been thus particular in showing

the progress of his mind in obtaining ul-

timate peace, not only because the ope-

rations of the Spirit, where distinctly traced,

are always interesting to the Christian, but,

also, that it might be seen what that spir-

itual preparation was, which enabled our

deceased brother to accomplish his work as

a servant of God. The same thoroughness

and earnestness characterized his career as

a Christian. Few have so happily united

the cultivation of the devotional exercises

of the heart, and great diligence in dis-

charging the active duties of a Christian

life. The view which we have just repre-

sented him as having obtained of the char-

acter and sufferings of Christ, as an atoning

sacrifice, was *' the point of his depart-

ore." It shaped his future character. He
no longer looked to Christ for mere pardon,

but for strength and for a model, and to

inspire his soul with holy and powerful

motives. He had great confidence in the

grace of Christ to fit him for his work,

while it was his comprehensive view of a

suffering Savior which gave him the impulse

80 manifest in his diligence as a student,

that carried him twice to Africa and sus-

tained him amid his extraordinary hardships

and self-denials while laboring as a mis-

sionary on that burning and sickly coast.

Views of duty to be a missionary—
Studies—Departurefor Africa.

Early after having made a public profes-

sion of his faith in Christ, the attention of

Mr. Crocker was turned to the work of the

gospel ministry, and nearly at the same

time to some foreign field. These ques-

tions he settled with his usual deliberation

and conscientiousness. His final determi-

nation to preach Christ to the heathen seems

to have been as distinctly " the fruit of the

Spirit," as his conversion. This question,

however, appears not to have been fully

settled till near the close of his theological

studies. But, resolved on preaching the

gospel in some land, and with a resolution

to hold himself in readiness to go on a mis-

sion if the providence of God should so

indicate, he spent three years in classical

studies and then entered the Theological

Seminary at Newton, Mass., where he

completed the prescribed course. During

these six years of study, he was distinguish-

ed for his diligence, and his attainments

were highly respectable. But above all, the

simplicity of his manners, and his uniform

religious ardor, rendered always lovely by

his large common sense and by the sweet-

ness of his temper, won the respect and

affection both of the professors and the stu-

dents. He was a blameless man. He

offered himself and was accepted as a mis-

sionary of the American Baptist Board of

Foreign Missions, in 1835, and immedi-

ately sailed for Western Africa.

His labors and trials as a missionary.

Few can appreciate the nature of the en-

terprise of a mission to Africa. We know

of scarcely any thing that can put to a

severer test a man's natural fbrtitude, his

faith in God, or his love to his race, than

the life which, in prospect, opens to the

view of a missionary on his arrival on that

benighted shore. With a scarcity of com-

forts, in a sickly climate, with few facili-

ties for personal intellectual improvement,

deprived of the alleviations of social in^er-



308 Biographical Sketch of Rev. Jfilliam G. Crocker, [Oct.

course with cultivated friends, he begins

the study of an unwritten, meagre language,

as destitute of moral ideas as the degraded

people are who speak it. Through this

medium he soon endeavors, with a stam-

mering tongue, to communicate to minds

unused to thought or moral feelings, some

of the sublimest doctrines ever contempla-

ted by angels. But upon this work our

departed brother entered with firm purpose

and a holy zeal. He selected the Bassa

tribe,—a people with a population of 125,-

000, living in, and adjacent to, the colony

of Liberia. He early chose a station some-

vfhat distant from the colony, in a native

village where nothing was spoken but the

language of the country. He associated

constantly with the natives, and soon made

such progress in acquiring the language,

that he could not only speak freely to the

people on the doctrines of the gospel, but

he engaged successfully in the preparation

of books for the tribe. He translated por-

tions of the New Testament, and made

several elementary books for the native

schools. His industry was very great, too

great, and his success was of the most

promising character. Had Mr. Crocker

been permitted to labor as many years in

Africa as some missionaries have, he would,

without doubt, have done a great work for

that long injured and neglected people.

But nothing led him to overlook the

spiritual welfare of the people for whom he

had left his native land. He was fearless,

plain, affectionate, and impressive in his

discourses with them, whether in public or

private. His journals and letters, which

have been published in the Missionary Mag-

azine, have always been read with interest.

They show a sound mind and an earnest

heart in the work of missions.

At first, the mission had no suitable

buildings, and, specially while back from

the colony, he suffered great privations on

that account. Many of the natives live in

miserable bamboo huts, often only six by

eight feet in area, and not exceeding five

feet in height, designed merely as shelters

from the rain or from the power of the tor-

rid sun. For several months, and during

his severest mental labor, his only dwelling

was one of these frail and comfortless cov-

erings.

There is no means of travelling in Africa

except on foot or by canoes up and down
the rivers ; either of which courses exposes

the traveller alternately to the burning sun

or to the chilling damps of night. From

these result incessant languor, frequent sick-

ness, and often the fatal fever. The mis-

sionary finds himself, as did br. Crocker,

often obliged to travel with a feeble body,

a parched tongue, an aching head,—and all

this without medical advice, or that tender

care which all, when sick, deem above

price.

If we add to the intensity of his labor

in that debilitating climate, and to the phy-

sical sufferings which were unavoidable in

his condition, the fact that he often abridg-

ed even these comforts by appropriating a

considerable portion of his annual allow-

ance as a salary to employ in the mission

native assistants and to procure other facil-

ities for the work not furnished by the

Board, we shall obtain some idea of

what our brother endured for Christ and

for Africa ; and discern also the probable

cause of his premature death. The ex-

ample of Mr. Crocker is set forth for admi-

ration, not for imitation. The spirit we

approve, for it was like his Master's. But

less labor and less suffering would, in all

probability, have allowed a much longer,

and, apparently, more useful life.

Marriage—Return to this country.

Mr. C. went out a single man, and con-

tinued so till 1840, nearly five years, when

he was united in marriage to Miss R. War-

ren, a female of unusual worth, who had

gone out to Africa the year previous, as a

teacher. This lady died in less than three

months after their marriage. Frequent at-

tacks of the fever of the country had so

far enfeebled the health of Mr. C, that he

was compelled to return to his native land.

He remained in this country about two

years, during the first of which his life was

almost universally despaired of by his

friends. He lay on a sick bed anticipating
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•with a peaceful assurance, for successive
j

months, his departure for a better country,

€ven a heavenly. From his sick room

many a pious visiter has gone away with

his spirit refreshed by the devout and hea-

venly conversation of one who seemed to

have but one earthly tie, and that was

Africa.

Second Marriage—Return to Africa,

and Death.

But, contrary to all expectations, his

<3i9order abated, and he sufficiently recov-

ered to warrant the hope* of a return to

Africa. After having travelled through

several of the Southern States, he offered

himself a second time for missionary service.

He was married to Miss Mary Chadbourne,

of Newburyport, in this Slate, and sailed

for his much longed for field of labor Jan-

uary 1st of the present year. After a

pleasant voyage of fifty-four days, he reach-

ed Monrovia on Saturday, preached on

the Sabbath, and died at 6 o'clock, p. m.,

on Monday, of hemorrhage. Thus termi-

nated the earthly career of one who had

been tried and found faithful. His associ-

ates during the voyage, those who heard

his last sermon, and those who attended

him on his dying bed, all testify to the

purity and fervor of his piety. Mr. Crock-

er was a distinguished Christian, and an

eminently useful missionary. He has ex-

changed a world of toil and suffering for

one of rest and glory. It is for Africa

that we grieve.

Sr|)e jFfnancfal (^!!:on^Ift^o^ of tljc 33oaiti.

The amount received during the month

of August, and published in the present

Magazine, is $4,671,47, exceeding the

amount of the corresponding month of last

year by $890,27. But as $1,666,60 are

legacies, the receipts direct from the

churches is less than the receipts last

year from the same source by $772,19.

For two successive months, therefore, the

receipts of the treasury have fallen below

last year. This may be an accidental re-

sult ; and the deficiency more than sup-

plied in months to come. We are deeply

anxious, however, lest such will not be the

fact. There is reason to fear that the

churches are suffering the claims of mis-

sions to be overlooked. Several of the

Associations are prosecuting their collec-

tions with more than ordinary zeal. But

unless there is a speedy improvement in the

receipts, the embarrassments of the Board

will exceed any thing it has experienced

for many years.

The cause in Maine.

The Cumberland Association, held at

Bath, Aug. 27, appointed a Committee to

consider the expediency of that Association

giving a pledge to sustain a missionary in

the foreign field (the annual expense of

which is $400). The following is a part

of their report.

The Committee advise that the Associa-

tion recommend to the churches to devise

liberiil things for the missionary cause for

the year to come. We find the following

resolution in the Minutes of the last Maine
Baptist Convention :

—

Resolved, That it be recommended to

the several Associations in the State, to at-

tempt to raise within the coming year,

each a sufficient sum to sustain a mission-

ary (expense $400) or a native preacher

(expense $100) in the foreign field.

We propose to ask pardon of the Con-
vention if we exceed their advice, so far

as to attempt to do both, and raise the sum
of $500. We have no doubt, that if each

church will take the subject up with en-

ergy, it will be no difficult task to accom-
plish this desirable object. Therefore,

Resolved, That the churches be and

hereby are earnestly requested to attempt

to raise their proportion of the above

$500 ; and that we, as delegates, will do
what we can to assist them.

"Xccti of more fHfssfonavfcs.

In glancing at the Report of the Board

for 1842, our eye rested on' a succession of

passages like the following, which are enough

to pain the heart of any one not callous to

the condition of the heathen.

Mr. Clarke, of the Bassa Mission, says,

«* We need more help. I hope, at least,

that one or two missionaries will be sent

to our aid."
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Mr. Kincaid, ia behalf of the Arracan

Mission, says, *' I have long thought of

writing the Board, on the importance of

sending out more men to Arracan."

Mr. Abbott, of Sandovvay, who is devo-

ted to the Karens, and who has baptized

so many hundreds, says, " In many new

districts the people are calling for some

one to come and live among them, and

preach the gospel."

Mr. Mason says, " I am astonished at

the apathy of American Christians in re-

spect to the Karens. We ought to have

six more missionaries at this work among

them, at this moment in these provinces

alone.'*

Another missionary in the same field,

says, *' What kind of Christians will those

(the Karens) be, who know nothing of the

word of God bat what they hear from the

lips of one solitary missionary who has the

care of three churches, and who has to

hasten from one place to another, during

the few months he dares to stop in the

jungle, attending to their temporal as well

as spiritual concerns ? Need we say that

we feel disappointed, discouraged, dis-

heartened ?"

The condition of the missions remains

to this time not essentially altered.

decent tnteUfgenre.

Cherokees.—Extracts from a Letter

of Rev. E. Jones.

Death of Rev. Jesse Bushyhead— Ordi-

nation of Mr. Downing—Baptisms.

The lamented death of Mr. Bushyhead

was communicated by Mr. Jones soon

after the publication of our last number.

The event occurred on the night of the

17th July, of fever, after a sickness of

less than a week. " During his sickness
;

he frequently spoke of God with confi-
j

dence and great delight, full of hope
|

through the blood of Jesus," The loss to
[

the mission is very great, and to his coun-
j

trymen irreparable. But," says one of

the missionaries, " God may have taken

him away from the evil to come. He

had been for some time Chief Justice of

the nation, and being a man of undaunted

courage, it had devolved on him to try and

condemn men of the most abandoned char-

acter, when no other judge in the nation

would have dared to perform the duty.

This trait in his character had raised him

up many enemies among that portion of

the nation who are opposed to law and

civilization. A number of attempts had

been made to take his life, but were set

aside apparently by the hand of God. So

that, perhaps, God has taken away br. B.,

and permitted him to die peacefully in the

bosom of his family, to save him from a

more violent death."

The following extract shows the estima-

tion in which he was held by his brethren.

Wednesday. July 31, we had our
two-monthly meeting of delegates from
the churches connected with the mis-

sion. Twenty-nine brethren arrived

on Tuesday afternoon, and staid till

Thursday morning. The meeting was
truly a visit to the house of mourning.
The general salutation was silence and
tears, indicative of the deepest sorrow.

The death of our beloved br. Bushy-
head was an affliction and a loss

beyond onr power to estimate. Yet I

trust there was a feeling of submission
to the will of God, and a recognition

of his hand. On Tuesday evening,

brethren Downing and Oganaya preach-

ed to a deeply affected congregation.

The following Saturday, Aug. 3, the

church at Flint appointed a discourse

to be delivered at their next monthly
meeting, on the occasion of the death

of br. Busijyliead, their late pastor.

They also took into consideration the

propriety of calling br. Lewis Downing
to the pastorship of the church. The
vote was unanimous, and expressed
with much affection. Our circum-

stances were such, that it was imprac-

ticable to devote a day to fasting and
prayer on the occasion of his ordina-

tion. The church, therefore, appointed
an hour, on Sabbath morning, for

special j^rayer; and after the usual

morning exercises, br. John Wickliffe

and myself united in setting apart our
beloved brother to the work of the gos-

pel ministry. At the close of the exer-

cises, the deacons came forward and
received their new pastor, and all the

members present united in taking him
affectionately by the hand. Every
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heart seemed to be softened and hum-
bled under the hand of God, who,
though he had taken to himself their

late pastor, who was unrivalled in their

affections, had provided for them a

most amiable young brother on whom
all could cordially unite.

After a short interval, the congrega-
tion proceeded to the water side, where
three Cherokee men, received by the

church the day before, were baptized by
br. Downing in the name of the adorable

Trinity. The church, on Saturday, au-

thorized a branch of this church to

meet at Skin Bayou, about thirty miles

south, near Arkansas river. About
thirty members will belong to that

branch.

State of the churches—Cherokee Messen-
ger.

The reports of our brethren at the

two-monthly meeting at Cherokee,
were encouraging. On Grand River,

there is a prospect ofsome additions to

the Delaware Town church. The
meetings are numerously attended, and
there are several serious inquirers.

The work is extending in various di-

rections.

Br. Dsu-las-ky reported attention to

the sick and poor, among the encoura-

ging traits of some parts of his charge,

and a general cultivation of harmony
and Christian affection, and good at-

tendance at preaching.

From the Flint church, br. Downing
and others brought a good report.

The additions by baptism, except those

of last Sabbath, I have mentioned in

former conmiunications.

Br. Downing preaches regularly at

seven places, at great distances apart,

and at a number more occasionally.

There are many serious inquirers.

We have issued our first number of
" The Cherokee Messenger." Br. Up-
ham has brought it out in a style which
gives great satisfaction. He sent a lew
copies to the meeting of the brethren

from the churches; they were received

with delight, and read with the great-

est eagerness. 3Iany read them through

the same night 1 hope it will be

greatly blest to them. The amount of

matter in one of these numbers would
be scarcely noticeable in English ; but

in Cherokee it makes an important

addition to the stock of book know-
ledge. To them it is all new and all

interesting ; and by our brethren whom
we are so anxious to build up in the

faith, it is highly appreciated. I am
happy to say that I have secured

the services of our brother John Fos-
ter, to aid in translating. He has, for

several years, assisted us occasionally

as an interpreter. My son also assists

me six hours in the day.

Aug. 12. Yesterday a native Metho-
dist preacher, and twelve of his mem-
bers, presented themselves as candi-

dates for baptism, on a conscientious

conviction of the truth, produced by-

reading the sacred word in their own
language. This is altogether a spon-

taneous movement among themselves

;

as neither myself nor any of our mem-
bers had any idea of it, till I received a

note from the preacher on the subject

last week. Twelve were received, and
are expected to be baptized next Sab-
bath.

Bonatfons,

From Aug. 1 to Sept. 1, 1844.

Maine.

East Winthrop, a friend, per Rev.

F. Merriam, 5,00

Saco, Bap. ch. and soc, per

Rev. Alfred Colburn, quar-

terly payment, as follows :

for Tavoy Mission, 1,00
" general purposes, 27,77

28,77

Warren, two ladies, for Karen
Mission, 3,00

Water ville, as follows :

Monthly concerts, 32,00

Rev. President Sheldon,
pastors' subscription at

State Convention in

China, 25,00
57,00

95,77

Vermont.

I

East Windsor, Bap. ch., per Rev.
Baron Stow, 15,00

Grafton, Peter W. Dean 50,00

Brattleboro', Bap. ch., mon. con.,

per Rev. J. E. Foster, 10,00

Derby, Bap. ch., Rev. Nathan
Denison pastor, per Austin

Norcross, 6,00

j

81,00

Massachusetts.

! Boston, Baldwin Place Bap. For.
'

Miss. Soc. J. W. Merrill tr.,

mon. con. for August, for the

Ottawa Indians, 21,01

do., Harvard St. ch. and soc,
mon. con. for Aug., for do. do., 30,50

do., Bowdoin Square Bap. Board
of Benevolent Operations,

S. G. Bowdlear tr., as fol-

lows :

Sundry subscriptions, 40,81

Mon, con., 50,00
Luther Nichols, for sup-
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port ofSusannah Nich-
ols, a heathen scholar, 25,00

do., Charles St. Bap. eh., per
Dr. Sharp, as follows :

Mon. con. for July, 12,75

do. do. for August, 10,00

115,81

22,75

do., Miss Mary M. Griffin, of 1st

Bap. ch., towards support of a

child of the above name,
Falmouth, Robert A. Coffin

Framingham, Bap. Benev. Soc,
A. B. Cram tr.,

Chelsea, Bap. ch. and soc, mon.
con. for Aug., for Ottawa In-

dians, per Rev. Mr. Olmstead,
Worcester Baptist Association,

Martin Jacobs tr., 163,72
West Dedham, Bap. ch. and soc,
per Wm. Draper,

Milbury, Bap. ch. and soc, per
Rev. James Upham,

North Oxford, Bap. ch. and cong.,

per Rev. Mr. Lyon,
North Randolph, Bap. ch. and

concr., mon. con., per Rev. Mr.
Clark,

Taunton Baptist Association, as

follows :

Seekonk, Baptist ch. and
soc. 20,00

Mansfield, do. do. do. 3,21

Taunton, do. do. do. 28,65
Rehoboth, do. do. do. 10,13

South Dartmouth, Bap.
ch. and soc. 2,10

Collected at the Asso-
ciation,

1,00

5,00

12,00

19,00

30,38

40,00

13,50

40,00

100,24

34,15

Westfield, 2d Bap. ch. and
cong., 15,00

do.. Central do. do. do. 16,35
Russell, do. do. do. 18,56
Blandford, do. do. do. 10,10
Chester, do. do, do. 4,41
East Granville, do. do. do. 22,42
Southwick, do. do. do. 32,81
Tyringham, do. do. do. 6,20
Sandisfield, do. do. do. 16,11

Middlefield, do. do. do., to

be expended under the
direction of Mr. Wade, 50,75
per Rev. J. B. Brown,

agent of the Board, 192,71

807,62

Rhode Island.

Rhode Island Baptist State Con-
vention, V. J. Bates tr., as

follows

:

Warren, Bap. ch. and soc,
John Hail tr., per Rev.
Mr. Tustin, 44,21

Providence, 1st Bap. ch.

and soc, mon. con.
for August, 25,59

do., Religious Soc. in

Brown University,
James Anderson tr., 31,15

do.. Freshman Class in
do. do., R. A. Gould
tr., 13,00

do.. Rev. Dr. and Mrs.
Wayland, in part of
lis subscription at

Philadelphia, 200,00

313,95

Connecticut.

Connecticut Baptist State Con-
vention, Wareham Griswold
tr.. 1000,00

New York.^

Saratoga Baptist Association, J.

A. Waterbury tr., 138,56
Saratoga Springs, Bap. ch. and
soc, J. A. Waterbury tr., 40,50

179.06

Pennsylvania.

Philadelphia, a member of 11th
St. Bap. ch. 50,00
Rev. A. D. Gillette, pas-

tor of do., 50,00
100,00

Stroudsburg, Julian Rees 5,00
Wyoming Association, per Elijah

Sturdevant, 10,00

115,00

Virginia.

Virginia Bap. For. Miss. Soc,
A. G. Wortham tr., (^100 of
which is from James C. Crane,) 201,S7

Sotith Carolina.

Beaufort, per Wm. M. Lawton, 9,00
Cheraw Union at Mechanicville,

Darlington District, per T. P.
Lide, for Karen Mission, 101,10

110,10

Ohio.

Akron and Middleboro',
ch., mon. con.,

do. do., do. do., a friend

Akron, as follows :

Linus Austin 10,00
Daniel H. Austin 10,00
Lorenzo B. Austin 5,00
Abigail P. Austin 1,00

Sullivan, Mr. Chamberlain
per Ora Osgood,

Bap.
20,00
50,00

26,00

5,00

101,00

Legacies.

Plymouth, Mass., Miss Harriet
C. Fenny, deceased, B. C.
Fenny executor, per Edward
W. Bradford, 100,00

Norfolk County, Va., Richard
Carney, deceased, John Hodges
executor, per Rev. Dr. Bab-
cock, 1566,60

1666,60

H. Lincoln, Treasurer.

Contributions from Troy, acknowledged
in the July Magazine, should have been cred-
ited as follows

:

Troy, 1st Bap. ch. ^30,00
do., Fem. Benev. Miss. Soc. of do.,

for support of a native preacher
in Burmah, care of Mr. Wade, 100,00

do., Sab. school of do., for support
of Joseph Hastings and Sarah
Goodspeed, under the care of
Rev. J. M. Haswell, 26,00

do., North Bap. ch. 12,00
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